Characterization of feeding-delaying factors from the silkworm Bombyx mori.
In several phytophagous insects, feeding behavior occurs regularly. Recently, we demonstrated that feeding behavior in larvae of the silkworm Bombyx mori had a regular frequency. To address the control of the feeding cycle in B. mori, we aimed to characterize factors influencing feeding initiation and termination. Injection of extracts of the midgut, foregut, and fat body into starved Bombyx larvae delayed the initiation of feeding. This result indicates the presence in these tissues of factors capable of decreasing the likelihood of feeding initiation.